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IT’S TIME!    …An Urgent Call to Christian Mission 
A mission study based upon the book by Daniel Vestal, Coordinator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

Lesson 4 

IT’S TIME!… TO HAVE A PASSION FOR THE GREAT COMMISSION 
1. Evangelism 

DEFINITIONS: 

• “Zealous preaching and dissemination of the gospel, as through missionary work.” (The Free 
Dictionary) 

• “The winning or revival of personal commitments to Christ.” (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 

• “The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them “little Christs.” If they 
are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a 
waste of time. God became Man for no other purpose.” (C. S. Lewis) 

• “The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to be obeyed.” (Hudson 
Taylor) 

• “I don't know how your theology works, but if Jesus has a choice between stained glass windows 
and feeding starving kids in Haiti, I have a feeling he'd choose the starving kids in Haiti.” (Tony 
Campolo) 

• “Evangelism is one beggar telling another beggar where he found bread.” (Grady Nutt) 

What are the main reasons people make a conversion response? 

 Evangelistic crusade or TV show -  1/2% 

 Personal visitation - 2% 

 Special need - 2% 

 Walk-in off the street - 3% 

 Church service or program - 3% 

 Sunday school - 5% 

 Pastor - 6% 

 A friend or relative - 78% 

(Source: Church Growth, Inc.) 

2. Passion for the Great Commission 

άtŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōƭǳŘƎŜƻƴ ƛǘΣ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎ ƛǘΣ ǎǉǳŀǎƘ LΣ ƻǊ ƭƻǎŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ ŀ 
ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƳƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘέ 
(Richard Chang). 

• Daniel Vestal writes, “It’s time for Christians to recover their passion for the Great Commission of 
Jesus Christ.”  

• We remember the words of the Great Commission as we are all called to “go.”   

• We know these words; many of us can quote them from memory.   
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• However, has that knowledge translated itself into action? 

• What, though, is passion, as Daniel Vestal uses the term?  

• How are we to understand the meaning of this word?   

• Three specific definitions will help you in your journey toward understanding the meaning of the 
word “passion.”   

1. Passion is the God-given desire that compels us to make a difference in a particular ministry.  

2. Passion is the powerful underlying emotion that energizes and drives us.   

a. It is what “fires us up, and gets us motivated to action.”   

b. It is that spark that ignites us and motivates us to action.   

c. It is the very heartbeat of who we are that stimulates what we do.   

d. When you get to a topic that is close to your passion, you begin to talk a little faster, get 
a little more animated, and you just come alive!  

3. Passion is personal intensity.   

“If you have passion for something, it strikes a chord in you.  It heightens your awareness, engages your 
attention, and kindles excitement” (Richard Chang).  

• It does not take one long to look at scripture to see how passion drove the lives of so many of our 
Bible heroes.   

– Caleb, Joshua, Nehemiah, Jeremiah, Peter, and John are just a few who were passionate about 
fulfilling the calling of God in their lives. 

•  Paul wrote that he was passionate about preaching (he was compelled to preach) the gospel.  

• “¢ƘŜ Ǝƛŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΥ  ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƴƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 
(Phillip Yancey)  

Where does passion come from?   

• Just as the Holy Spirit endows us with our spiritual giftedness, it is also the Holy Spirit that inspires 
and ignites (and, of course, plants) passion in our hearts for someone, something, or some ministry.   

• Our responsibility is to discover (or to reclaim and/or rediscover) that passion in our lives.   

• Thus, the compelling question is a simple one:   

Do you have a passion for fulfilling the Great Commission of Jesus Christ?   

3. The Great Commission 

• This question brings us naturally to our scripture passage for this week.  

• We have studied, we have read, and we have listened to the words that have come to be known as 
the Great Commission. 

• Missional churches must take this mandate with great seriousness.   

• “As one pastor said with a laugh, ‘It’s not called the Great Suggestion’.”   

• In reality, what this passage will teach us is that when we cease to be missional in our focus, we 
cease to be the church that God has called us to be.  
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Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they 
ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇŜŘ ƘƛƳΤ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƻǳōǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛn 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ 
(Matthew 28-16-20) 

• As missional Christians we cannot miss the importance of the following words when Jesus says, “Go 
ye therefore.”   

• As Dalton and others suggest, these words are actually translated better by saying, “As you go *or 
are going+.”   

• Notice that this is not a conditional statement.   

• The text does not read, “If you go.”   

• Because our lives and minds are transformed by the presence of Christ in us, the natural outgrowth 
of that transformation is that we will be compelled to go.   

• It is interesting to note that Christ never entertained the thought that this mandate would be an 
option for those who believe.  

• The purpose of our going ties back directly to our missional call.   

• We are to teach (that is, make) disciples.   

• That is a process of transformation that is very akin to the ideas we studied in Lesson One where we 
learned that we are called to be agents of spiritual formation.   

• Note that this call is to go to all the nations of the world to accomplish this purpose.   

• It is essential that we understand the perspective that is being addressed here.  

• The key to our understanding is to move ourselves from a place theology to a people theology.   

• The words are ta ethna, and when these words are combined with panta, we do make that move to 
see that our call is to go not so much to the nations of the world, but to the peoples of the nations. 

• Do you see the subtle yet compelling difference?  

There are essentially two main goals for our study of LǘΩǎ ¢ƛƳŜ: 

1. We want every member of First Baptist Church Radford to find a way to serve Jesus Christ, to 
use his or her spiritual gifts, to do something for Christ in this church and this community and 
beyond.  

• That’s the goal of LǘΩǎ ¢ƛƳŜ on the individual level.   

2. On the corporate level, as a church, our goal is to discern (to prayerfully discover the leading of 
the Holy Spirit) the ministry to which God is leading us in this community at this time.  

 “In the past, churches thought in either-or terms– either we will do this or we will do that.  But in the 
church of the twenty-first century– we might say, in a missional church– people think in both-and terms.  
If Christians and churches are going to fulfill the Great Commission, we must say:  we will both do 
missions in our community and we will do whatever it takes to see that the gospel reaches the ends of 
the earth.” (Marion Aldridge, quoted by Tony Hopkins)  
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4. Activating the Great Commission 

“I am convinced that the culture of revival evangelism, Sunday School evangelism, weekly visitation 
evangelism, door-to-door evangelism, and program based evangelism is past.  It’s not that these 
methods can’t still be used, but they fit a different time than today.  They were born in a different 
context than today’s congregational context.” (Daniel Vestal, p. 33) 

• So, how would Vestal have us “put feet” to the Great Commission?” 

• He offers seven strategies.  

1. Nurture your own relationship to Jesus. 

2. Form spiritual friendships 

3. Practice hospitality. 

4. Become involved in at least on “hands-on” ministry that addresses a social or human need. 

5. Get to know at least one person of a different color, culture, or class than yourself. 

6. Respond to the inner urging of the Spirit. 

7. Don’t be ashamed of your story. 

• Donald McGavran, “Most of the barriers to the Gospel are not theological, they are social.” (Donald 
McGavran, quoted by Hunt)  

• To paraphrase Juan Carlos Ortiz, “Most people who are opposed to the Gospel are not opposed to 
ice cream.” (Hunt) 

• If we want people to believe that God loves them and accepts them, we must likewise love them 
and accept them.  

– In practical terms, this means spending time with them.  

– It means inviting them into our homes and going out to dinner with them. 

• We socialize with the people we love.  

– We will work with anyone, but we spend casual time only with the people we care about.  

• The greatest gift we can give someone is us and our time.  

• “If we were half as effective at crossing social barriers as we have been at crossing theological 
barriers, we would have won the world years ago.” (Hunt) 

 “The reason we have not won our country and our communities is that we simply do not love them. If 
we love them, they will come. But they will not cross the barriers; we must go to them. Note that the 
Great Commission says this, "Go, make disciples." (Italics added.) We must take the initiative. We must 
do the going.” (Hunt)  

• In Your Life: 

– What are you willing to do to become more intentional in your Christian witness? 

– What are the implications for your life if you do become more intentional? 

– What is your story?  Share it! 

• In This Church: 
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– How can our church help its people become more intentional in being a strong witness for Christ 
in our community? 

– What is our congregation’s story?  Share it! 

Concluding Thoughts 

• "The spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions. The nearer we get to Him, the more intensely 
missionary we become. “ (Henry Martyn) 

• "He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose" (Jim Elliot) 

• "We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a global God.“ (John Stott) 

• We are persuaded then that Christianity is, in its very nature, an outgoing religion, that the good 
news is meant to be promulgated, and that the church is not a museum in which a certain religious 
tradition is preserved, but a mission with a message for everyone within reach.” – David H.C. Read, 
Go and Make Disciples, Abingdon, 1978, p., 72.  

• "The model for the missional church differs from mass evangelism and from seeker evangelism 
because missional evangelism locates the focal point of evangelism in a community of people who 
embody in their lives the message and reality of the Christian faith... The missional church 
evangelizes primarily by immersing the unchurched in the experience of Christianity." 
— Robert E. Webber, Ancient-Future Evangelism, Baker 2003, p.62  

Benediction 

Father God, 

We, your children of First Baptist Church, accept your calling to do missions in our community and to the 
ends of the earth. We ask your leadership and guidance as we send people out into the community and 
the larger world to serve Christ and to serve others in your name; as we partner with other local 
congregations and ministries and service agencies; and, finally, as we seek to fulfill the specific missions 
opportunities which you have in store for this church now and in the future.  

 

AMEN 

 
  



IT’S TIME!;;;To Have a Passion for the Great Commission – Lesson 4 
6 

 

LAGNIAPPE 

Passion for God 

Listed below are a number of scripture passages that speak directly about the matter of 
passion.  Read each passage.  Do you see an overarching theme that flows throughout 
the verses?  How do these verses influence who you are and what you do with relation 
to your calling from Jesus Christ? 

 Deuteronomy 4:29: But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find 
him if you look for him with all your heart and with all your soul. 

 Psalm 37:4:  “Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of 
your heart.” 

 Jeremiah 29:12-13: Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart. 

 Revelation 17:17:  “For God has put it in their hearts to accomplish His 
purpose…” 

 Matthew 12:34:  “For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.” 

 Proverbs 4:23:  “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” 

 Ephesians 6:6:  “Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, 
but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.” 

 

POINTS TO PONDER 

The following points to ponder are adapted from David J. Bosch’s book, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in 

Theology of Mission, pp. 411-20. 

1. Mission is wider than evangelism. Mission is the church sent into the world, to love, serve, preach, 
teach heal, and liberate. “Evangelization is mission; but mission is not merely evangelization” 
(Moltmann, CPOTS, 10). 

2. Evangelism should therefore not be equated to mission. 

3. Evangelism may be viewed as an essential dimension of the total activity of the Church. 

4. Evangelism involves witnessing to what God has done, is doing, and will do.  Evangelism cannot be 
defined merely in quantifiable terms; rather, it should be seen in terms of its nature, transforming, 
empowering, and liberating. 

5. Even so, evangelism does aim at a response. “To dispense with the centrality of repentance and 
faith is to divest the gospel of its significance” (413). 

6. Evangelism is always invitation; it is a hope we are holding out to the world. 

7. The one who evangelizes is a witness not a judge. Jesus will separate the saved from the lost (Mt. 
13:24-30), freeing us of this burden. 
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8. Even though we ought to be modest about the character and effectiveness of our witness, 
evangelism remains an indispensable ministry. 

9. Evangelism is only possible when the community that evangelizes—the church—is a radiant 
manifestation of the Christian faith and exhibits an attractive lifestyle. 

10. Evangelism offers people salvation as a present gift and with it assurance of eternal bliss. If the hope 
of eternal salvation takes center-stage then the gospel becomes little more than a consumer 
product. “It is not simply to receive life that people are called to become Christians, but to give life” 
(414). 

11. Evangelism is not the same as church extension. “The focus in evangelism should not be on the 
church but on the irrupting reign of God” (415). 

12. To distinguish between evangelism and membership recruitment is not to suggest, though, that they 
are disconnected. “Numerical growth is, therefore, in a sense nothing more than a byproduct when 
the church is true to its deepest calling. Of greater importance is organic and incarnational growth” 
(416). 

13. Authentic evangelism is always contextual. 

14. Evangelism cannot be divorced from the preaching and practice of justice. “To win people to Jesus is 
to win their allegiance to God’s priorities” (418). 

15. Evangelism is not only verbal proclamation. 

 


